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CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 1995 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, SS, AG, MO, MR 

SUBJECT: SAHARA DISPUTE: WHEREABOUTS OF ALGERIAN SAHARA EXPERT 
REF: (A) ALGIERS 2053, (B ) ALGIERS 2198 

1 . DURING WIDE-RANGING DISCUSSION AUGUST 29 OF SAHARA DISPUTE, 
MAURITANIAN INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS, AND STATE OF GIRM, FORMER 
AMBASSADOR TO U.S. ABDALLAH REPORTED THAT TRUSTED FRIEND AND 
COLLEAGUE HAD REPORTED HEARING INTERNATIONAL RADIO NEWS BULLETIN 
PRECEEDING EVENING ANNOUNCING DEATH OF SLIMANE HOFFMAN, GOA'S 
SAHARA EXPERT, IN ALGIERS. WHEN 'ABDALLAH ASKED IF I COULD 
CONFIRM REPORT, I RESPONDED IN NEGATIVE. HE THEN SUGGESTED 

THAT IF HOFFMAN HAD IN FACT DISAPPERED FROM ALGIERS SAHARA 
SCENE, THERE WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY BE A CHANGE 
IN GOA APPROACH TO SAHAR PROBLEM, AND THERE WAS 50-50 CHANCE 
THAT CHANGE MIGHT BE FOR BETTER. 

2. JUDGING FROM JUMBLE OF MISIMPRESSIONS AND MISINTERPRETATIONS 
HOFFMAN APPARENTLY HAS HAD ABOUT CURRENT SCENE IN MAURITANIA, 
ABOUT ROLE OF FRENCH AND MOROCCAN MILITARY HERE, AND ABOUT POL- 
TICAL POSITION AND STRENGTH OF PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH ( PARA 

7 REF A), ELIMINATION OF SUCH AN "EXPERT" FROM INNER COUNCILS 
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OF ALGERIAN REGIME, AND POSSIBILITY OF HIS BEING REPLACED BY 
SOMEONE WHOSE KNOWLEDGE OF MAURITANIA IS MORE THOROUGHLY 
GROUNDED IN FACT AND REALITY COULD VERY WELL ENHANCE PROSPECTS 
FOR EVENTUAL ACCOMODATIONJ 

3. WOULD MUCH APPRECIATE EMBASSY ALGIERS’ VERIFICATION OR 
REPUDIATION OF REPORTED NEWS STORY, AND, IF ACCURATE, EMBASSY'S 
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ESTIMATE OF IMPACT OF HOFFMAN S DISAPPEARANCE. 

HANDYSIDE 
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